Year 7 – Making Magnets
1) How did you magnetise your nail?  How did you make your magnet stronger?

2) How were the domains in the steel nail arranged before you magnetised it?  What changed as the magnet got stronger?

3) What did you do to demagnetise your nail?  How did this affect the domains in the steel?

4) This diagram shows the arrangement of domains in weakly magnetised steel.  How does the alignment of the domains show that this steel is weakly magnetised?
5) Complete the diagrams below to show the alignment of the domains in unmagnetised steel and strongly magnetised steel.

Extension: is there a limit to the strength of a magnet?  Draw a diagram, and explain your answer using ideas about domains.
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